WHO CAN APPLY:

Is my organisation eligible for a grant?
To be eligible, your organisation must hold both Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Item 1 and Tax
Concession Charity (TCC) status or have an approved auspicing arrangement in place.

Can anindividual apply?

No. As a Private Ancillary Fund, The Balnaves Foundation can only make grants to registered
charitable organisations, not to individuals. Individuals wishing to apply are encouraged to
explore whether an auspicing arrangement with an eligible organisation may be appropriate.

My organisation does not yet have DGR status but has applied for it. Can we still apply?
No. DGR status must be confirmed at the time of application. Organisations with pending DGR
status are not eligible to apply.

Can my organisation apply via an auspice?
Yes. If your organisation does not hold DGR Item 1 and TCC status, you may apply through an

approved auspicing arrangement. The auspicing organisation will be responsible for the grant
and its acquittal.

Can we apply as a consortium or partnership?
Yes. Partnerships and consortiums are welcome to apply; however, one organisation must be

nominated as the lead applicant and complete the submission. The lead applicant must meet
all eligibility requirements and will be responsible for the grant and its acquittal.

Does the Foundation fund international projects?
No, the Foundation only funds projects in Australia.

THE APPLICATION:

Can our organisation submit more than one application?
Yes. There is no limit on the number of applications an organisation may submit; however, each

application will be assessed on its own merits.

Is it possible to meet with the Foundation to discuss the project prior to submitting an EOI?

The EOI process is intended to be the first point of contact for organisations wishing to submit
projects to the Foundation for funding consideration. As we receive many applications and
requests for meetings, in the interest of equitability, we do not generally meet with organisations
prior to the submission of an EOIl and are unable to preview or provide feedback on project
ideas.

Can | contact The Balnaves Foundation about my application?
Due to limited capacity, the Foundation is unable to review applications prior to submission or

offer feedback on unsuccessful applications. If you have any questions about the application
process that are not covered in the FAQ or the Foundation’s website, you are welcome to email
us at info@balnavesfoundation.com.

How do | submit my EOI?
EOIls must be submitted via the online portal on The Balnaves Foundation website. Please do

not email your EOI directly to the Foundation.


mailto:info@balnavesfoundation.com
https://balnavesfoundation.com/how-to-apply/general-eois/

Can | submit more than one EOI at a time?
Yes, you are welcome to submit multiple EOls at the same time for different projects.

Can |l use Al tools to help prepare my application?
Yes. Al tools may be used to assist with preparing your application and developing your project

concept. However, please ensure your submission is a true and accurate reflection of your
organisation, the intended project, and your capacity to deliver it.

Does the Balnaves Foundation have funding rounds?

The Foundation does not usually operate in grant rounds is able to generally receive you online
expression of interest through our General EOI process year-round. In May 2026, the Foundation
held a specific arts grant round based in South Australia, which has now closed.

Our Organisation has more than one focus area. Is it possible for us to select multiple
focus areas on our online expression of interest?

Yes, the EOI form allows for multiple focus areas to be selected.

THE PROCESS:

What happens once an application is received?
Your EOIl will be reviewed, and you will be notified of the outcome. We will be in touch if we

require further information. If your EOI progresses to the next stage, you will be invited to submit
a Proposal which will be presented to the Foundation’s Trustees at a quarterly meeting.

When will we find out the outcome of our EOI?
Your EOIl will be reviewed within four weeks of it being received. From there the Foundation’s

team will contact you with the outcome of your EOI.

When should | submit an EOI?
The Balnaves Foundation’s Trustees meet four times a year. If your EOl moves forward to the

proposal stage it may take between 3-6 months from your initial EOl submission for it to be
presented at a Trustee meeting. The Foundation recommends timing your EOl submission to
allow for this. Submissions received less than 3 months before the commencement date are
unlikely to progress.

If my EOl is unsuccessful, will | be able to resubmit this project or submit an alternative
project in the future?
Yes. If your EOIl does not progress, you are welcome to resubmit your EOI to the Foundation. We

suggest leaving 6-12 months between re-submissions. If you have a different project you wish to
submit, you can do this at any time.

What should | do if | have a conflict of interest?
Organisations with a known connection to The Balnaves Foundation staff or its Trustees must

declare this in the designated section of the EOl form. The Foundation reserves the right to
manage any conflict of interest as it sees fit.

THE GRANT:

How much funding can we apply for?



The Foundation's preferred funding range is $150,000 — $250,000 per annum, with a preference
for multi-year projects. Your EOI will ask you to specify the amount required for each year of
your project.

What is the period of funding?
While the Foundation has a preference for multi-year projects, you are welcome to submit an

EOI for whatever timeframe your project requires.

Can the project be co-funded?
Yes. However, The Balnaves Foundation prefers to be the project’s largest single philanthropic

funder, contributing at least 50% of total funding or the greatest share where multiple funders
are involved. Applicants should clearly indicate any additional funding sources in their
submission.

What if our funding request exceeds 15% of our organisation's total annual revenue?
The Foundation is conscious of not becoming too large a share of any organisation's overall

funding. If your funding request exceeds 15% of your total annual revenue, you may still apply
and will have the opportunity to explain why this level of funding is appropriate in your EOI.

Can we include indirect, overhead and administrative costs in our budget?
Recurrent administrative, operational, or capital expenditure is generally not eligible. However,

operational costs that are directly related to, or reasonably apportioned to the specific project
can be included in your budget and will be considered.

Is there a limit on staffing costs?
No. Staffing costs are not subject to a separate limit and will be assessed as part of the overall

budget.

Does a grant attract GST?
The Balnaves Foundation makes each grant payment as a donation and does not consider that

it receives any material benefit in return. Under the GST Act, making a gift to a non-profit body
does not constitute the provision of consideration for a supply, and accordingly GST should not
apply to grant payments.

In some circumstances the GST position may not be straightforward. We recommend that your
organisation seeks its own GST advice if needed and ask that you notify us if your organisation
reaches a different conclusion.

How will grant payments be made?
Payment schedules are determined in consultation with funded organisations and will be

aligned to the scope and timeline of the project.

What are the obligations if a grant is awarded?
Funded organisations will be required to report on their project. Reporting requirements and any

other obligations will be determined in consultation with The Balnaves Foundation and tailored
to the scope and parameters of the funded project.

Will The Balnaves Foundation visit or attend our project?
The Balnaves Foundation may attend or visit funded projects at its discretion.



COMMONWEALTH CHILD SAFE FRAMEWORK:

Does The Balnaves Foundation require compliance with child safe requirements?
Yes. All successful applicants must comply with all Australian laws relating to employing or

engaging people who work or volunteer with children. This includes Working with Children
Checks and mandatory reporting obligations.

What are the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations and do they apply to us?
The National Principles for Child Safe Organisations are a set of principles developed by the

Australian Human Rights Commission to help organisations create cultures and practices that
keep children safe. If your organisation provides services directly to children, or your funded
activities involve contact with children, you will be required to implement the National
Principles as a condition of funding. You can find out more at childsafe.humanrights.gov.au.

FIRST NATIONS CULTURAL PROTOCOLS AND PROJECTS:

What is a First Nations-led and/or controlled organisation?
An organisation is considered First Nations-led and/or controlled if it meets the following three
criteria:

e Governance: At least 51% of the Board of Directors or governing body identifies as
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.

e leadership: The CEO and/or senior executive team are Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander.

e Mission: The organisation is established primarily to deliver outcomes for First Nations
people and is accountable to the community it serves.

My project primarily serves First Nations communities. What additional requirements

apply?
If your organisation is not First Nations-led and/or controlled, and your project primarily serves

First Nations people and/or communities, you must be able to demonstrate that First Nations
creative sovereignty is reflected in the project governance and design. Projects involving First
Nations cultural material, or where First Nations peoples and communities are the primary
beneficiaries, must be First Nations-led or developed in genuine partnership with First Nations
people and communities. Projects that are extractive or tokenistic are not eligible for funding.

At the Expression of Interest stage, you will be asked to describe the nature of your project
leadership and outline community involvement. If your EOI progresses, you will be required to
provide more detailed information, which may include, but is not limited to, evidence of
community consultation, letters of support from First Nations partners, and documentation of
how First Nations creative sovereignty is reflected in the project governance and design.


https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/

